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 IMPORTANT NOTE
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Many people will cycle the first couple rounds in their magazine in and out of their firearm on a regular basis when loading and 
unloading the firearm for a variety of reasons. This is not recommended. Cycling a cartridge into the chamber of a semi auto 
firearm causes the bullet to impact the feedramp with notable force. With poorly designed ammo this can set the bullet back in 
the case all  at once or incrementally during each cycle.  This could cause a failure to feed at some point,  or dangerously  
excessive pressure if a cartridge with a set back bullet is fired. When loading/unloading always cycle in a new cartridge. This 
minimizes the chances of a problem, and allows used cartridges, which may be lube contaminated, to be properly disposed of.  
Always use a chamber gauge to check your ammo for proper dimension and a scale to check overall cartridge weights. Choose 
reliable ammo that functions properly, and durable ammo that cycles without impact set back problems.
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REASSEMBLY OF YOUR D&L SPORTS, INC.
1911 AUTO PISTOL

Note: No serious force or pounding is required to reassemble your pistol. Contact D&L Sports, Inc. if you have 
any problems or questions before proceeding.

After properly cleaning and lubricating your 1911 Auto Pistol, you are now ready to reassemble the pistol. The 
following steps should be followed to ensure the pistol is reassembled correctly.

Step 1: Place the slide on a flat surface with the sights down. Take the barrel and push the barrel link into the 
forward position. Slide the barrel into the front of the slide. Be sure the muzzle end of the barrel is facing forward. 
Next install the barrel busing and rotate the bushing's locking lug into the locking lug recess inside the slide.
 
Step 2: Place the sprint guide rod into the slide from the rear underside. The spring guide rod sits on top of the 
barrel with the concave section touching the barrel. Insert the recoil spring in the front of the slide. The closed coil 
end goes in first and over the spring guide rod. Rotate the spring in a clock wise direction until the spring fully 
seats onto the spring guide rod. The open end of the recoil spring should be forward and protruding out of the front 
of the slide.

Note: There can be variations in recoil spring internal coil size, as well as poundage weights. Also, sometimes the 
open end of recoil springs can have a sharp edge that drags between the full length guide rod and spring plug. If 
you are using a full length guide rod, be sure that both ends of the recoil spring slide smoothly and drag free over 
the entire length of the FLGR. For 5 and 6 inch 1911 pistols firing full power 230 grain ball ammo, 18.5 pound 
Wolf brand variable recoil springs are recommended. If you have a FLGR in your pistol, install the recoil spring 
with closed end of the recoil spring at the muzzle end of the pistol. If you have a pistol with a short guide rod, 
about 2 inches long, install the recoil spring with the open end at the muzzle end of the pistol.

Step 3: Pick up the slide keeping the sights facing down. Pick u the grip frame and invert it. Place the front rails of 
the grip frame into the rear rails of the slide. Gently push the slide and grip frame together until slide is about ½ 
way on the frame. Then turn pistol right side up before pushing slide all the way onto the frame. If there is heavy 
resistance, do not force them together. 



© 2007       

Note: You may have to push the firing pin block plunger lever in flush with the grip frame to allow the slide to go 
on completely. This leer is located at the rear top of the frame.

Step 4: Retract the slide on the grip frame to the same point where you removed the slide stop. Look through the 
slide stop hole and align the hole in the barrel link with the slide stop hole. Once you have accomplished this, insert 
the slide stop pin and align the rear of the slide stop with the half moon shaped disassembly notch on the slide. Do 
not allow the slide stop to scratch the frame while positioning it.

You may have to push up and in to get the slide stop into the final position. When fully inserted, the slide stop 
should be flush against the grip frame. Do not use excessive force. Simply push the spring plunger inward with a 
tiny screwdriver to allow the slide stop to pass if necessary.

Step 5: Push the slide all the way forward and place the thumb safety on.

Step 6: Place the spring plug over top of the recoil spring. Push the plug and spring down until it is just below flush 
with the end of the slide. If the spring and plug fail to enter the slide, check to be sure the barrel bushing is turned 
correctly and the bushing's lug is in the slide's internal lug channel. While holding the spring and plug down, place 
your bushing wrench over the barrel bushing and turn the bushing counter-clockwise until it locks into place with 
the spring plug. Use a cloth or your hat as a cover during this process to assure you don't lose your spring plug 
during this segment. High spring pressure can launch the plug if you slip off of the plug. Plug loss in the field can 
make your pistol inoperable, be sure to have an extra.

Step 7: If required, replace the grip panels.

Step 8: Manually operate the slide several times, then wipe off any excess external lubrication.
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After completing reassembly, do a function/safety test with a safe backstop in front of the muzzle. No magazine or 
ammunition should be in the pistol. To do this, operate the slide causing the hammer to cock on a completely empty 
gun. Place the thumb safety in the on position. While depressing the grip safety, gently attempt to pull the trigger. 
The hammer should not fall. Next place the thumb safety in the off position. Without depressing the grip safety, 
gently attempt to pull the trigger. The hammer should not fall. Next, with the thumb safety in the off position, 
depress the grip safety by holding the pistol in a firing grip and pull the trigger. The hammer should now fall.

Next, manually move the slide back and forth. The slide should move freely without locking up. Next place an 
empty magazine in the pistol. Pull the slide back. The slide should now lock back in the open position.

Your final function text should be to live fire a magazine of proper ammunition through the pistol. This will assure 
that the final assembly process was correct and the pistol is functioning properly before serious use. It will also 
allow you to complete a live fire zero check on target.

If you experience any problems during the reassembly procedure, do not force anything. Consult D&L Sports, Inc. 
for further assistance. If any concerns arise during the function/safety check, contact D&L Sports, Inc. for further 
information. DO NOT fire, carry, or otherwise use your firearm if there are any concerns during the function/safety 
test.
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Additional ammunition warnings for 1911 shooters.
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High pressure, plus P, Plus P Plus, magnum level ammunition is not recommended for use in the 

1911 style auto pistol. Newer frangible ammo, and lead free ammo often uses bullets made of 

non lead components. The lighter materials often mean ammo loaded with lower bullets weights. 

In an attempt to keep the recoil impulse similar to heavier bullet loads, pressure and velocity are 

often increased. Using high pressure light bullet loads is not recommended in your 1911 auto 

pistols. High pressure loads can slam cycle your pistol enough to cause damage, and rupture 

cartridge cases, causing additional gun damage, and or injury/death. Over powered ammunition is 

not recommended. A full power load for .45 ACP is a 230 grain bullet @ 800-850 FPS. If you 

need a more powerful load, use a magnum handgun.
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